Asian-European dialogue in this field should be continued, taking into account the advantages it brings. The ensuing chapter, concerning Human Rights and Burma/Myanmar in the ASEM Dialogue, illustrates how difficult this task is. Silja Keva presents the principles which the EU and its Asian partners apply in regard to human rights and shows their clash in the case of Burma/Myanmar. It could be said that the joint statement on Burma/Myanmar at ASEM 6 2 provided a convergence of some kind in the realm of human rights. However, the continuing infringements upon human rights within the country as well as the present violence against Christians in India, not to mention other cases, which have been accompanied by a lack of any ASEM involvement, prove it is controversial.
In chapter 5, Bart Gaens looks into ASEM as a Tool to 'Bridge the Cultural Divide'. He assesses the work of the Asia-Europe Foundation, which has begun to define the cultural and social agenda of the ASEM. The author discusses the mutual representations of the parties concerned and their dimensions. It is hard to agree with his final remark that the recognition of distinct Asian characteristics will help the EU in its own perception of Europe since these two notions of the EU itself and Europe as a whole differ and the Europeans themselves have still not agreed on the identity of the former. Thus, it is inappropriate to suggest the EU could offer Asia an organisational basis to imitate. Moreover, it may be slightly naïve, because of the cultural reasons outlined in the next chapter on ASEM and Civil Society by Silja Keva. She sketches the differences in understanding of civil society and consequently its role in EU and Asian organisational structures of societies. The author underlines, for example, how non-governmental organisations are not involved in any official stream of ASEM. Syndicalism represents a good example. As trade unions inside most Asian countries are not permitted to act freely, it is unreasonable to expect that their governments will agree to let them participate at an international level. Finding a solution which will satisfy all the partners is a major challenge because, as Teija Tiilikainen in Chapter 8 on ASEM in the Context of the European Union's External Relations notes, the Asian block is not as homogeneous as the European block. The matter is even more complex, since European integration happens most slowly in the area of foreign policy. Hence, the author explains accurately the risk of settling particular matters between individual European and Asian countries, which may prevent the adoption of a coherent EU policy in regard to ASEM and within.
Chapter 7 deals with ASEM's Institutional Infrastructure. Silja Keva and Bart Gaens show to what extent this initially informal partnership has become institutionalised. They demonstrate how the cooperation between the ASEM participants has become typical for international organisations like meetings, workshops or committees. The authors also scrutinize initiatives taken within ASEM, consider representation and attendance at its summits and include other issues such as enlargement of partnership and soft law acts enacted. The chapter approaches the subject of ASEM's coordination in the near future. The authors
